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Ray Behnke, 75, Lifetime Resident of Fontenoy, 
Holds Ox Shoe ... He Collects Antiques 
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Welcome to Fontenoy 


Fontenoy is an unincorpo- 
rated village on Brown County 
Trunk P, north of Highway 96 
in the Town of New Denmark 
and a very short distance 
from Denmark, 

Its residents are chiefly of 
Bohemian, Polish, Danish and 
German ancestry. 

Being a farming commu- 
nity, not much of a Main 
Street presents itself to the 
viewer driving through. Farm 
buildings play a prominent 
part of the landscape. 

As you approach the limits 
of the village and the ‘‘Fonte- 
noy Unincorporated’ sign 
comes into view, the Benecke 
Cheese factory and store is 
seen on the left. In business 
since 1868, the Benecke broth- 
ers, Harry, Ed and Roy, can 
boast of 108 years of general 
merchandising in this Bicen- 
tennial year. 









LaVerne Ruttner Grades 
and Packs Eggs 


The store, located on Ben- 
ecke Road, is run as a part of 
a joint operation in con- 
junction with their cheese 
making, The family has been 
making cheese for some 101 
years. The two buildings are 
so located that a very close 
operation is maintained be- 
tween the manufacture of 
cheese and operation of the 
general merchandising busi- 
ness, 

Henry Kudick who operates 
a 220-acre farm and milks 56 
cows, still hauls cheese for the 
Benecke brothers. He has 
been doing this for 27 years, 
hauling the cheese to the 
Pauly Cheese Co. in Green 
Bay. 

The lone tavern in Fontenoy 
is located on the corner of the 
Benecke Road and County 
Trunk P, It is owned and op- 
erated by Basil and Mary Lou 





Basil and Mor 


Cherney. And, of course, it's 
called Cherney's Bar, 

About two or three blocks 
north of Cherney's Bar is the 
Fonteno yiImplement, Inc. 
which is owned and operated 
by Alden Lange and his son, 
Ralph, The Langes have been 
in business now for a number 
of years, handling tractors 
and other farm equipment. 


A short distance from the 
implement shop is Shady Lane 
Road on which the Shady 
Lane Poultry Farm is located. 
This is also owned by Alden 
Lange, but is managed by his 
wife who has a small contin- 
gent of employes who help get 
the daily output of eggs wash- 
ed, sorted, candled and boxed. 


The Farm puts out about 80 
cases of eggs per week — 
that's 30 dozen eggs to the 
case — which are delivered 
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twice a week to Green Bay 
and Denmark stores, restau- 
rants, nursing homes, etc. 

' Fontenoy gave up its school 
and now its children are bus- 
sed to Denmark. Church goers 
also make the trip to Den- 
mark for church attendance. 


The post office that once 
was a prominent part of the 
community, survived until 
1907 at which time it, too, 
gave way to modern methods 
of getting mail to the people. 
The government of the unin- 
corporated village is handled 
by Town of New Denmark. 


The name Fontenoy, was 
given to the village, according 
to Allen DeWane, by his 
grandfather, Dennis DeWane. 
At the time, Dennis DeWane 
was both a member of the As- 
sembly and also town chair- 
man, 
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Mrs. Harry Behnke Behind Counter in Store Operated 
in Conjunction With Cheese Factory 
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Alden Lange and son, Ralph in Yard at 
Fontenoy Implement, Inc. 
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Cheesemakers, From Left, Burton Ruttner, Russell Schlies, Dennis Ruttner and Ben Schlies 


